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as we start this morning®s discussion...or this afternoon®s
discussion. I"m sorry, that the amendment is not intended to
have the economic model analysis be the final word. 1 think,
and again 171l reiterate, that it is a logical extension of the
items that the board has alreadﬁ required to consider and
it.._.if it will, it gives them kind of a bottom line picture,
and | think that"s important. It"s Important because 1 do
believe that we have a responsibility and the individuals who
serve on_that board have a responsibility to know _how much money
we"re going to be spendin%, what a particular project might cost
or what benefit it might bring to the state, and the economic
analysis models are the best tools we have to do that. I will
note again that these are models that are used by business.
They are used in a variety of contexts. They are valid tools
for the decision-making process. And we have developed those,
the tools are already available to us in the Fiscal Office. The
amendment does not require us to develop any additional
capacities in that office. The capacities exist and, iIn fact,
over the last summer and through this session, we have only, 1
think, begun to realize what the potentials are for those models
and to have begun using them. And I hope that we will continue
to develop them and bring them into greater use, and | hope that
you all become comfortable with them as a part of...a part of

our decision-making process. Now, | suppose some are nervous
ecause | have suggested earlier, and 1 will suggest again to
you, that the kinds of projects that LB 620 "incents" and brings
to you costs money. | think that"s just a fact. It doesn*"t"

bother me that they cost money in particular, in all instances.
There®"s some of them that I don"t think are really worth the
money but some of them are worth the money. And in fact, 1 said
during committee deliberations if we were talking about giving,
Just writing a check to the Union Pacific so that they would go
forward with their headquarters development in Omaha, 1 thought
that might be worthwhile for the state. And I made that comment
knowing that it actually cost the state money. But 1"m used to
that. Most of the things we do around here cost money. | don"t
expect the...l don"t expect this to be a money-making operation.
They cost money. But 1 always want to know how much money it
costs. I want to know what I"m going to get for my money, and 1
want to know exactly why 1 should spend the money to get
whatever it 1is is promised to me. So in this instance, if we
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